Attendance

"It isn't my fault. I have been diagnosed with short
term memory loss, and I forgot to go to school.”




S

Linking Community
- To Achieve
geqular Attendance

-

Connie Tenaski
Gail Hendry

St. Michael Community School
Saskatoon




B

It ispaMselief that learning occurs in many settings,
noir Jusitschoels. Schoolsialone cannot do all that
is needed Vo elp children and youth achieve
success in their lives. The collaboration and
engagement: of families, community members,
organizations, feachers, and students to build a
leaning community is the cornerstone of education.

Saskatchewan Learning — What is Community Education?
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senteeism’ causes major losses in educational
eni.

Unemploymeni®and! under employment are common

problswce by dropouts.

Absenteeismiresults in poor performance on tests.

Absenteeism contributes to a higher dropout rate,
delinquency, and' vandalism.
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-%uiils ofiteni become involved in daylight crime.

Attendance 1sibest when students are involved in school
progrg@ which they can succeed

Absenteeismiraises the cost per student for education.

Older childreniin a family frequently set attendance
patterns for younger brothers and sisters.

Absence patterns are established as early as
kindergarten.
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o "!oo?‘m endance is a major indicator of gradual

alienaifontand disengagement, and may lead to a

s ' dropping out permanently.”
Schwartz 1995

m Studeniis with chronically unexcused absences
are at risk for having more serious behavioural
ISSuUes such as substance abuse, involvement in
criminal activity, and incarceration.”

Baker, Sigmon, & Nugent 2001
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SHow?

I youido wha Iways have dorie,

you will geis Ulalways riave goit
 Peter Bender

The significant problems we face
cannot be solved at the same level of
thinking we were at when we created
them.

- Albert Einstein
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isNGreare Th,e Vision

2. Assessithe Current Situation

Community Engagement Process
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?orm’ry; Planning Process

*%als andrObjectives

1) Tﬂ‘crease the regular attendance
percentages’ in each grade

By June 2008, all grades will improve the percentage
01)‘/ absences by 5 %g s 3§ 3
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%inerease the awareness within the
C Hiysabout*the importance of regular
school attendance

-

By Junez008) all'weekly newsletters and staff memos will

havelincluded relevant information about the importance of
regular scriool attendarnce.
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% develop an attendance policy that
PSUpports the students, parents,
grandparenistand staff in achieving improved
attendance’ percentages.

By June 2008, St. Michael Community School will have
developed a school attendance policy will outlines a
strategic and supportive plan in responding to
students/families who find it difficult to attend school on
a regular basis
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‘CJWW, Planning Process

elop Action Plan

Learning improvement Plan
@als, stratiegies, lead responsibility,

imeline, resources, performance
indi¢atiors, monitoring plan, CSCC support
and results

1< Implement the Plan




Mosi Improved Family
Best Attendance Classroom
Weekly' Assemblies
Perfect Attendance

No Lates

Most: m:r}ed Student
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Bllllding Community Awareness

~
School Community Council

Stiudent: Po: ’[_%rsb
Classroom TalKihg Circles
Newsletter inserts
Weekly Assemblies







SHaring JJh) fories

= ders

Pare

Grandparent

Communirty
Tim Hortons

Resource Officer




Relatiorishiprbuilding for students who find it

difficuliio attiend regularly







St Michael Community School
endance Improvement Toolkit
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Putting the Pieces T ogether

Connie Tenaski




W ity2Planning Process

@Iua‘te Progress and Results
-

.

Revwof ihe Learning Improvement Plan in
June

Schooll Community Council Feedback
Student;, Staff and Family Feedback
Analysis of Student Absence Reports
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Questions
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0116 221 1260
www. leicester.gov.uk/attendance






