Saskatchewan Community Schools Association
Executive Meeting

Monday, February 11, 2008

Tommy Douglas Collegiate  130 – Bowlt Crescent, Saskatoon

(west on 22nd street as far as you can go, to Hart Road, then Bowlt Cres.)

Minutes
Attendance:

Tanya Price-Wright, Jane Robillard, Margaret Marsollier, Delphine Melchert, Donna Blunt, Carol Kivell, Maureen Strawson,  Laureen Sawatsky, Nina Henry, Ross Tait, Darlene Furber.

Regrets: Shelley Sargent, Krystal Fehrenbach, Cathy Cochrane, Greg Harding, Elaine Caswell. (weather conditions)

1. Welcome and introductions

Delphine welcomed everyone and extended the regrets for those who couldn’t make it due to the -40+ weather conditions. 

A question was asked regarding the former working committee. Delphine indicated that that work would be carried out by the new review/renewal initiative.  It is important for the SCSA to continue the working relationship with the government and to continue the consultations as in the past. 
2. Additions to agenda/adoption of agenda

Motion: by Jane Robillard to adopt the agenda. 2nd by Nina Henry 
3. Minutes of last meeting- Tanya Price Wright
Motion: by Margaret Marsollier to accept the minutes as presented.  2nd by Ross Tait

4. Errors/omissions 
None

5. Business arising from the minutes
There was a general discussion of the future of community schools 
5A. March 20th Meeting with the Minister of Education, Honourable Ken Krawetz and Deputy Minister Audrey Roadhouse.  We will be sending a delegation for the SCSA executive
Four main issues emerged from the review :
1) Community School Line in the FOG 
2) Sub categories back in the FOG grant. (i.e. Nutrition, coordinators, nutrition)

3) Money for schools that meet the criteria but are not currently designated or receiving any funds. 

4) Additional funds for inner City schools

Gillian McCreary has left the Ministry and it was unanimous that she has been vital to our success with past government relationships and community education regarding community schools. Gillian passes on her regards to the SCSA executive and indicated that she will miss her involvement in Community Education and all the people involved.

Lawrence Joseph, Chief of SFIN has initiated an interest to work closer with on reserve and urban community schools.  This is an important resource and partnership for families moving in from the reserve to urban centers.   

The current Saskatchewan Community Schools Directory that Myrna has been working on will be up-dated by Derek Stoppler from Elaine Children Services.   
MLA visits to community schools is progressing well.  Most regions have had at least one MLA in to visit a community school.  

6. Report on meeting with Minister Krawetz – Maureen/Ross Tait
The meeting went very well and Honourable Krawetz took notes throughtout the discussions.  It was a great opportunity to have the Premier and Duputy Premeir as they have 600 elementary students and sponsors at the school for this event.  They got to experience community education at work.  

7. Updates from Ministry of Education
No Report – Elaine Caswell was not able to attend due to weather conditions.
8. Community School Pamphlet – Delphine Melchert/Nina Henry
Delphine secured statements and endorsements for the pamphlet. Included in the brochure are endorsements from Chief of FSIN, CEO of the Chamber of Commerce, Sears Canada, Association of Police Chiefs, Saskatchewan School Board Association, Regina Region and a student from a community School.  

The pamphlet will be e-mailed out to the executive for final approval, please watch for errors/omissions, spelling errors, and/or any concerns with the pamphlet.  Forward any concerns to Nina Henry or Delphine Melchert.  

9. Financial Report – Margaret Marsollier
(attached)  

Motion:  by Margaret Marsollier to accept the General Account financial report as presented.  2nd by Jane Robillard, all in favor

Motion:  by  Margaret Marsollier to accept the Weyerhaeuser Planting Dreams financial report as presented.  2nd by Darlene Furber, all in favor. 

Discussions:

Combining the backpack and literacy grant into one account has worked well.  Those who need the money are requesting the funds.  The profits from the 2007 conference are timely as the next year will require monies for meetings with the government.  We are not sure what the future will bring.   

10. Newsletter – Nina Henry
Has been sent out to the coordinators and principals by e-mail, everyone should have received it.  It was sent out by Derek Stoppler from the Ministry of Education.  It was 16 pages.  Well Done  Nina!  

11. Website 
Discussion: 
The quality of service being provided by Pheonix.  Members present were disappointment that the newsletter still shows 2006.  If we cannot get the current newsletter on the website we should consider a mail out as we did in the past.  It was also felt that it reflected back on the association when the website is not kept up to date.  

Motion:

To explore different options for a host website so we can maintain current information on our website.  Have Shelley request answers from Pheonix by March 30, 2008.  If Shelley does not find any success in fixing the glitches on our website than we will explore other options.  2nd by Margaret Marsollier, all in favor. 

12. Conference 2008 – Greg Harding
No official report, but Greg says the committees are working well and things are coming together.  The conference is set for October 23 & 24, 2008 in Regina.

13. Regional Reports
Darlene Furber gave an overview of the submitted reports
Region 1 (attached)

Region 3 (attached)

Region 4 

MLA’s have visited 3 community schools, Care & Share- rock your school fundraising- provides funds for many activities such as, field trips, classroom libraries, smart boards, leadership camps.  The emphasis is that coordinators can get very creative with the $ to meet the needs of students in their schools.  
Region 5 (attached)

Region 6 – No report

Northern Region (attached) 

The recreation staff positions have not been filled (funded through Saskatchewan Lotteries), the nutrition programs have been cut, the Northern communities are having difficulty finding staff.  Creighton School has partnered with the RCMP to provide evening workshops on gangs.  Other projects and activities in the process are, expansion of their nutrition program, environmental issues with take out containers, outdoor wilderness camp, coop recycles bags, interagency partnership – family worker for DSS position hasn’t been filled for 1 year.  Wrestling mats are being purchased because they are hosting a tournament.  
14. Adjourn and next meeting
Motion: by Jane Robillard to adjourn. 2nd by Darlene Furber
Next Meeting: General Meeting in Regina, date to be announced
