Annual General Meeting

Saskatchewan Community Schools Association

Thursday, October 25, 2007

St. Mary High School – Library
In Attendance:


Delphine Melchert, Margaret Marsollier, Tanya Price-Wright, Alison Bruneau, Jane Robillard, Maureen Strawson, Laureen Sawatsky, Greg Harding, Judy Halcrow, Alvina Aubichon, Jan Radwanski, Jill Andrews, Charlene Harasyn, MaryAnne Baxter, Wendy Dice, Diane Johnson, Luanne Price, Susan Stobbs, Marie Grumbo, Darlene Furber, Jayne Boulet, Sheila Georget, Diane Kopchynski.

1. Welcome (Delphine Melchert)

Delphine welcomed everyone and requested a roundtable introduction from all in attendance.  

2. Minutes of last AGM (Tanya Price-Wright)
Tanya Price-Wright read the minutes from the last AGM dated October 19, 2006. 

Motion by Tanya Price-Wright to accept the minutes as read, the motion was seconded by Jane Robillard, carried with no errors or omissions. 

3. Financial Report (Margaret Marsollier)
Magaret Marsollier presented the financial report as follows: (attached)
Weyerhaeuser Planting Dreams Program
September 1, 2006 to August 31, 2007
See attached
General Account:

September 1, 2006 to august 31, 2007

See attached
Motion by Jan Radwanski to accept the financial reports as read, Seconded by Alison Bruneau 
Discussion:

Margaret gave an overview of the SCSA Funds, mentioning that there is no Government funding and the annual conference and membership fees are the main source of income for the association.  

Weyerhaeuser Planting Dreams Program:

An executive decision was made in 2006/07 to roll the backpack funds into the Legacy Grant funds.  Each school can request up to $500 for family literacy projects and $200 for the backpack maintenance in their schools.  Both can be applied for through the application forms that can be found on-line at www.communityschools.ca.  All remaining Weyerhaeuser funds will be distributed through the legacy grant until all funds are depleted.  
SCSA will approach Domtar in the future.  

4. Presidents Report (Delphine Melchert
Delphine reported on the meetings held with Saskatchewan Learning over the past year.  The SCSA Executive have met with the following officials: 
April 07 – Minister Deb Higgins, NDP Caucus – Social Development, 
June 07 – Assistant Deputy Minister of Learning – Darren McKee and Deputy Minister – Wynn Young.  
SCSA representatives have spoken very clearly about the need to retain the separate “Community School” budget line in the FOG grant.  Regional reps have also brought forward concerns from all the regions. (funding formulas, expansions, leadership, shared ownership, student learning, measuring outcomes, access to resources, partnerships with First Nations/Métis structures, student mobility, school programming, nutrition, community development, Elders, Multicultural factors, early learning & childcare, school councils)  We will continue to lobby to retain our tile of community school coordinator or community education coordinators.    

Those concerns are being brought forward through the current “Review of Supports for Learning”.  Gillian McCreary is heading the review. Three members of the SCSA executive are sitting on the external review committee.  This review will be done in two phases over the next two years.  The outcomes will have an impact on the future direction of community schools.   
Please continue to send your ideas/concerns through your regional reps.  Check out the website for current information and contacts.  Delphine thanked everyone for the excellent work being done on behalf of the students and their families in our community schools.  
5. Additional Discussions:
Additional comments from those who were in attendance of the AGM 

· Community School Grant line no longer has a breakdown of what funds are for

· School Div. can hire who they deem appropriate, does not have to be a coordinator

· Moose Jaw will be terminating the coordinators position as of June 2008 and replacing it with a “student/family Support” person

· Moose Jaw has 3 community schools and 2 share a position.

· Concerns reported – What will happen to community development, coordinators positions, nutrition programs, funding for programming and what will happen to community schools in the future

· There has been no consultation in Moose Jaw it has been a directive from the Board.

· Sask Learning has indicated that the money goes to the school division and it is up to the board how the money is spent.  Sk Learning is not in a position to indicate who to hire and/or for what position. 

Delphine asked the membership for their approval to continue advocating for community education through the role of community school/ community education coordinators.  All were in favor of this statement
6.  Nominations/Elections for SCSA Executive Positions
a. President

Delphine Melchert
b. Secretary 

Tanya Price-Wright
c. Newsletter

Nina Henry/Laureen Sawatsky
d. Region 1 Rep
Krystal Fehrenbach
e. Region 3

Cathy Cochrane/Greg Harding
f. Region 4

Carol Kivell/Donna Blunt
g. Region 5

Diane Kopchynski/Darlene Furber
h. Region 6

Alison Bruneau
i. Northern Region
Wendy Dice/Jane Robillard 
7. Next Executive Meeting 

(to be set at a later time)
8. Adjournment
5pm 

Motion by Diane Kopchynski, Seconded by Alison Bruneau



